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The challenges for Research and Innovation policy are big: a 

productivity slowdown, geographic inequality, ideas getting harder 

to find.

This is being addressed by big policy initiatives: sector deals, missions, 
challenges...but do we have the right maps to inform them?

What maps do we need to navigate the innovation landscape?

The maps: Simplified, 
aggregated, obsolete

The territory: Complex, 
diverse, dynamic

This is not enough to make decisions. We need better maps
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A big data opportunity

Who are the innovative actors?

What are the impacts of 
innovation interventions?

Where and when is innovation 
happening?

How are innovators connected?

Big, fast messy data

Open data Web dataOfficial data

Reporting

Analysis



Exciting projects



The challenge: taming complexity

New data are more detailed, messier complex: we need new 

theories, methods and tools to understand it: new ways of seeing and 

understand innovation systems through machine learning, text 

mining, network science and interactive visualisations.



Today

Leading scholars creating new maps of 

science and innovation, and empowering 
others with tools, data and skills

A network for innovation 

policy experimentation 
and learning

Discuss how we transform new ways to see innovation into new 
ways to inform and deliver innovation policy!
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